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[4910-14-M] 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Coast Guard 
{33 CFR Parts 146 and 150] 


{CGD 76-170A] 
MARINE CASUALTIES 
Proposed Rules 
AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT. 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 


SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is pro- 
posing to amend the casualty or acci- 
dent report regulations for artificial is- 
lands and fixed structures on the 
Outer Continental Shelf and deepwa- 
ter ports to include reports concerning 
diving casualties. In this issue of the 
FEDERAL REGISTER, at page 48724 (third 
column), the Coast Guard is proposing 
to amend the definition of marine casu- 
alty in 46 CFR 4.03-1 to include diving 
casualties. The proposals in this docu- 
ment are necessary in order to make a 
diving casualty reportable under all 
Coast Guard casualty reporting regula- 
tions. 
DATE: Comments should be submit- 
ted to Commandant (G-CMC/81) 
(CGD 176-170A), U.S. Coast Guard, 
Washington, D.C. 20590. Comments 
will be available for examination at 
the Marine Safety Council (G-CMC/ 
81), Room 8117, Department of Trans- 
portation, Nassif Building, 400 Sev- 
enth Street SW., Washington, D.C. 
20590. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 
Capt. Alfred E. Hampton, Office of 
Merchant Marine Safety (G-MMI/ 
83), Room 8305, Department of 
Transportation, Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street SW., Washington, 
D.C. 20590, 202-426-1455. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Interested persons are invited to par- 
ticipate in this proposed rulemaking 
by submitting written views, data, or 
arguments. Each comment should in- 
clude the name and address of the 
person submitting the comment, refer- 
ence the docket number (CGD 76- 
170A), identify the specific section of 
the proposal to which each comment 
applies, and include sufficient detail to 
indicate the basis on which each com- 
ment is made. All comments received 
before the expiration of the comment 
period will be considered before final 
action is taken on this proposal. No 
public hearing is planned but one may 
be held at a time and place to be set in 
a later notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
if requested in writing by an interested 
person raising a genuine issue and de- 
siring to comment orally at a public 
hearing. 


PROPOSED RULES 


This proposal has been reviewed 
under the Department of Transporta- 
tion’s “Policies and Procedures for 
Simplification, Analysis, and Review 
of Regulations” (43 FR 9582, March 8, 
1978). A draft evaluation of the pro- 
posal has been prepared, and has been 
included in the public docket. 


DRAFTING INFORMATION 


The principal persons involved in 
drafting this proposal are Capt. Alfred 
E. Hampton, Project Manager, Office 
of Merchant Marine Safety, and 
Edward J. Gill, Jr., Project Attorney, 
Office of the Chief Counsel. 

In consideration of the foregoing, it 
is proposed that chapter I of title 33 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations be 
amended as follows: 


PART 146—OPERATIONS 


1. By adding a new § 146.01-20(a)(6) 
to read as follows: 


§ 146.01-26 Casualty or accident report. 


(a) * 2 ® 

(6) Loss of life or injury causing any 
person to require hospitalization for 
more than 24 hours, or to be incapaci- 
tated for a period in excess of 72 
hours, as a result of diving using un- 
derwater breathing apparatus. 


* = * * 


PART 150—OPERATIONS 


2. By adding a new § 150.711(a)(6) to 
read as follows: 


§ 150.711 Casualty or accident. 


(a) * * * 

(6) Loss of life or injury causing any 
person to require hospitalization for 
more than 24 hours, or to be incapaci- 
tated for a period in excess of 72 
hours, as a result of diving using un- 


derwater breathing apparatus. 
eo 


* » * * * 


(Pub. L. 93-627, sec. 10, 88 Stat. 2137 (33 
U.S.C. 1509); sec. 4(e)(1), 67 Stat. 462 (43 
U.S.C. 1333(e(1)); sec. 6(b)(1), 80 Stat. 937 
(49 U.S.C. 1655(b)(1); 49 CFR 1.46(b) and 
(s)).) 


Note.—The Coast Guard has determined 
that this document does not contain a 
major proposal requiring preparation of an 
economic impact statement under Executive 
Order 11821, as amended, and OMB Circu- 
lar A-107. 


Dated: October 12, 1978. 


J. B. HAYEs, 
Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, 
Commandant, . 
(FR. Doc. 78-29483 Filed 10-18-78; 8:45 am] 


[4910-14-M] 
[46 CFR Parts 4, 35, 78, 97, 167, 185, 196] 


{CGD 76-170] 


CASUALTY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Proposed Rutes 
AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT. 


ACTION: Proposed rule. 


SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is pro- 
posing to amend certain criteria in the 
casualty reporting regulations. Some 
of the present criteria are unrealistic 
and inadequate from a monetary view- 
point, and other are unclear as to the 
type of incident that must be report- 
ed. The proposed regulations should 
make the criteria more realistic in re- 
lation to today’s economics, and in- 
crease the value of the reports as a 
basic tool in the marine safety pro- 


. gram. 


DATE: Comments must be received on 
or before December 4, 1978. 


ADDRESSES: Comments should. be 
submitted to Commandant (G-CMC/ 
81) (CGD 76-170), U.S. Coast Guard, 
Washington, D.C. 20590. Comments 
will be available for examination at 
the Marine Safety Council (G-CMC/ 
81), Room 8117, Department of Trans- 
portation, Massif Building, 400 Sev- 
enth Street SW., Washington, D.C. 
20590. 


FOR FURTHER 
CONTACT: 


Capt. Alfred E. Hampton, Office of 
Merchant Marine Safety (G-MMI/ 
83), Room 8305, Department of 
Transportation, Massif Building, 400 
Seventh Street SW., Washington, 
D.C. 20590, 202-426-1455. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Interested parties are invited to par- 
ticipate in this proposed rulemaking 
by submitting written views, data, or 
arguments. Each comment should in- 
clude the name and address of the 
person submitting the comment, refer- 
ence the docket number (CGD 76- 
170), identify the specific section of 
the proposal to which each comment 
applies, and include sufficient detail to 
indicate the basis on which each com- 
ment is made. All comments received 
before the expiration of the comment 
period will be considered before final 
action is taken on this proposal. No 
public hearing is planned but one may 
be held at a time and place to be set in 
a later notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
if requested in writing by an interested 
person raising a genuine issue and de- 
siring to comment orally at a public 
hearing. 


INFORMATION 
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DRAFTING INFORMATION 


The principal persons involved in 
drafting this proposal are Cant. Alfred 
E. Hampton, Project Manager, Office 
of Merchant Marine Safety, and 
Edward J. Gill, Jr., Project Attorney, 
Office of The Chief Counsel. 


DiSCUSSION OF THE PROPOSAL 


The monetary damage criterion in 
the casualty reporting regulations has 
become unrealistic for reporting/in- 
vestigation purposes due to the in- 
crease, through the years, in the cost 
of ship repair. Also, because of infla- 
tion, many insignificant incidents are 
now reportable. 

It is necessary to improve the crite- 
ria relating to the number and types 
of significant casualties reported in 
order to increase the usefulness of the 
Coast Guard’s data bank. 

It is therefore proposed that the cri- 
teria for reporting be changed in order 
to more clearly indicate the type of in- 
cidents required to be reported. For 
example, the criterion governing 
equipment failures is being clarified so 
that significant equipment failures, 
which are not currently reportable, 
will be brought to the attention of the 
Coast Guard so that corrective action 
may be taken. 

The proposed grounding criterion 
will eliminate the reporting of ground- 
ings that are done intentionally while 
making up tows, or otherwise dealing 
with tows, providing damage meeting 
the other criteria does not occur. 

The reporting criteria for different 
classes of vessels will be amended as 
well as the general vessel reporting re- 
quirements, The affected sections are 
set out below. 

It is proposed that the grounding 
criterion be included as a reportable 
casualty for small passenger’ vessels 
under 100 gross tons. The existing 
grounding criterion is not presently in- 
cluded for these vessels. All vesse!s, re- 
gardless of inspection status or size, 
should have the same casualty reporit- 
ing criteria. 


PROPOSED RULES 


In addition to changes to the report- 
ing requirements, it is proposed that 
the definition of a marine casualty be 
changed -to include diving casualties. 
These would be reported under the 
loss of life/injury criteria. 

This proposal has been reviewed 
under the Department of Transporita- 
tion’s “Policies and Procedures for 
Simplification, Analysis, and Review 
of Regulations” (43 FR 9582, March 8. 
1978). A draft evaluation of the pro- 
posal has been prepared, and has been 
included in the public docket. 

In consideration of the foregoing, it 
is proposed that chapter I of title 46 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations be 
amended as follows: 

1. By adding a new § 4.03-1(c) to read 
as follows: 


§ 4.63-1 Marine casualty or accident. 


* * * * * 


(c) A marine casualty or accident 
also includes occurrences of loss of life 
er injury to any of a vessel’s crew, pas- 
sengers, or industrial personnel while 
diving with underwater breathing ap- 
paratus. 


2. By revising § 4.05-1 to read as fol- 
lows: 

§ 4.05-1 

The owner, agent, master, or person 
in charge of a vessel involved in a 
marine casualty shall give notice, as 
soon as possible,-to the nearest marine 
inspection office of the Coast Guard 
whenever the casuaity involves any of 
the following: 

(a) Actual physical damage to prop- 
erty in excess of $5,000. 

(b) An intentional grounding that re- 
sults in damage to the vessel, and all 
accidental groundings. 

(c) Less of main propulsion or prima- 
ry steering, or the loss of an associated 
component or control system, the fail- 
ure of which directly affects the ma- 
neuvering capabilities of the vessel. 

(d) An occurrence affecting the sea- 
worthiness or efficiency of a vessel 
such as fire, flooding, failure of a fixed 


Notice of marine casualty. 
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fire protection system, or any failure 
of primary lifesaving equipment. 

(e) A serious threat to life, property, 
or the environment because of the in- 
volvement of hazardous materials. 
This includes failure of hazardous 
cargo containers, and hazardous cargo 
transfer equipment. 

(f) Loss of life. 

(g) Injury causing any person to re- 
quire hospitalization for more than 24 
hours, or to be incapacitated for more 
than 72 hours, except injury to harbor 
workers not resulting in death and not 
resulting from any of the criteria in 
paragraphs (a) through (e) of this sec- 
tion. 


§§ 35.15-1, 78.07-1, 97.07-1, 167.65-65, 
196.07-1 [Amended] 


§ 185.15-1 [Revised] 

3. The following sections in title 46 
will be revised to read the same as the 
proposed revision of § 4.05-1L: 

§ 35.15-1(a) (Tank Vessels). 

§ 78.07-1(a) (Passenger Vessels). 

§97.07-1(a) (Cargo and Miscella- 
neous Vessels). 

§ 167.65-65(a) 
Ships). 

§ 185.15-1 (Small Passenger Vessels 
Under 100 Gross Tons). 

§196.07-l(a) (Oceanographic 
search Vessels). 


(Nautical School 


Re- 


(Sec. 10, 18 Stat. 128 (33 U.S.C. 361); R.S. 
4450, as amended (46 U.S.C. 239); R.S. 4405, 
as amended (46 U.S.C. 375); R.S. 4462, as 
amended (46 U.S.C. 416); sec. 17, 54 Stat. 
166 (46 U.S.C. 526p); sec. 6(b)(1), 80 Stat. 
937 (49 U.S.C. 1655(b)(1)) 49 CFR 1.46(b).) 


Note.—The Coast Guard-has determined 
that this document does not contain a 
major proposal requiring preparation of an 
economie impact statement under Executive - 
Order 11821, as amended, and OMB Circu- 
lar A-107. 


Dated: October 12, 1978. 


J. B. HayYEs, 
Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, 
Commandant. 
(FR Doc. 78-29484 Filed 10-18-78; 8:45 am] 
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